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Ruderal plants in the archaeologial area 

of Palmyra (Syria)



Å In April 2002 we have had the opinion to visit the archaeologicalmonumentsof
Palmyraandthe moderntown Tadmur.

Å Theoldest tracesof man go backto around 75.000 yearsin this region. The oasis
Tadmurwas mentioned for the first time some4.000 yearsago. The location as a
trading center wasvery favorable: Theshortestway from the SyrianMediterranean
coastto Mesopotamia, Persia, andCentralAsiaandIndialeadthroughthis oasis. The
flowering time was in the HellenisticArea. For details reference is made to the
relevantliterature.

The tower tomb of Elabel

Built in the 2nd. centuryAD, damagedby the ISIS  (islamicstate). 
In the back groundthe ArabiancastleQalaatibn-Maan.



The modern town of Tadmur



Planted trees in Tadmur



Oasis with Phoenix dactylifera and Olea europaea



Irrigated olive groves and orchards:

Cultivated trees:

Olea europaea 

Phoenix dactylifera

Ruderals and weeds:

Calendula arvensis

Cardaria draba

Carduus spec.

Chenopodium murale

Convolvulus arvensis

Cynodon dactylon

Euphorbia helioscopia

Euphorbia peplus

Fumaria densiflora

Punica granatum

Pistacia cf. mutica

Fumaria parviflora

Hordeum leporinum

Malva parviflora

Poa annua

Reseda spec.

Sisymbrium irio

Sisymbrium orientale

Sonchus oleraceus

Stellaria media agg.



Tower tombs in Palmyra (upper part of the photo). Note the contracted vegetation

(Ƹ) in the course of the wadi in the foreground.
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Ruderals within the ruins in the desert

Alkanna orientalis

Arnebia linearifolia

Achillea wilhelmsii

Anchusa aegyptiaca

Andrachne telephoides

Astragalus spinosus

Astragalus cf. tribuloides

Biscutella ciliata

Calendula arvensis

Diplotaxis harra

Echinops polyceras

Erodium glaucophyllum

Gagea cf. circinnata

Herniaria cf. arabica

Hyoscyamus aureus

Malva parviflora

Neotorularia torulosa

Peganum harmala

Phagnalon rupestre

Plantago abicans

Podospermum papposum

Prosopis farcta

Pseudodictamnus cf. damascenus

Ranunculus falcatus

Reichardia tingitana

Salvia lanigera

Scariola orientalis

Senecio desfontainei



Diplotaxis harra



Erodium glaucophyllum



Details of the triumphal gate and

the colonnades



Phagnalon rupestre



Hyoscyamus aureus and Echium glaucophyllum

The Tetrapylon



Plantago albicans



Peganum harmala



Pseudodictamnus cf. damascenus



Astragalus spinosus



Neotorularia torulosa


