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Pegano-Salsoletea on Fuerteventura 

Fuerteventura (1.700 km²) is the second largest of the Canary 

Islands. It lies close to Africa, the climate is arid (mostly < 200 mm), 

the landscape of Fuerteventura is therefore dominated by 

semideserts. The potential natural vegetation has been almost 

destroyed, communities of Pegano-Salsoletea displaced the 

crassicaule vegetation due to their greater preadaptations to 

disturbances by agriculture, by cattle (goats) and even by 

caterpillars. 

 

Some 18 of the shrubby species of the class Pegano-Salsoletea 

are indigenious, further 7 species are aliens. Launaea arborescens 

(Ăaulagañ) is most common all over Fuerteventura. Some species 

like Asteriscus sericeus, Convolvulus caput-medusae or Pulicaria 

burchardii are rare and even endangered.  
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Communities of Peagon-Salsoletea on Fuerteventura 

Chenoleo tomentosae-Suaedetum mollis Sunding 1972;  

Chenoleoideo tomentosae-Salsoletum vermiculatae Reyes-Betancort et 

al. 2001;  

Cenchro ciliaris-Launeetum arborescentis Reyes-Betancort et al. 2001; 

Salsola divaricata community;  

Salsola tetrandra community;  

Convolvulus caput-medusae community Brandes 2002;  

Pulicaria burchardica community Brandes 2004;  

Andryolo variae-Asteriscetum sericei Rodríguez Delgado et al. 2000; 

Polycarpo-Nicotianetum glaucae Sunding 1972; 

Tropaeolo majoris-Ricinetum communis Rivas-Martínez et al. 1993; 

Caloptropis procera stands. 
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Artemisia reptans C. Sm in Buch                             (Asteraceae) 
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Atriplex glauca L. var. ifniensis (Caball.) Rivas-Mart. et al. 

(Chenopodiaceae) 
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Chenoleoides tomentosa (Lowe) Botsch.  (Chenopodiaceae) 
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Forsskaolea angustifolia Retz.                                 (Urticaceae) 
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Fagonia cretica L.                                              (Zygophyllaceae) 
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Gymnocarpus decandrus Forssk.                (Caryophyllaceae) 
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Gymnocarpos decandrus Forssk.                   (Caryophyllaceae) 
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Launaea arborescens (Batt.) Murb.                         (Asteraceae) 
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Contracted vegetation with Launaea arborescens 
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Launaea arborescens growing at gullies 
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Launaea arborescens ï the most frequent plant on 

Fuerteventura 
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Lycium intricatum Boiss.                                         (Solanaceae) 
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